SPEECH BY THE AG. PRINCIPAL OF THE CO-OPERATIVE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF KENYA PROF. ESTHER N. GICHERU, ON THE OCCASION OF THE 2ND GRADUATION CEREMONY OF THE CO-OPERATIVE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF KENYA ON FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER, 2013

· The Chancellor, JKUAT, Prof. Geoffrey Maloiy
· The Cabinet Secretary Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Prof. Jacob Kaimenyi, 

· The Principal Secretary Ministry of Education Science and Technology Dr. Belio Kipsang
· The Vice-Chancellor, JKUAT Prof. Mabel Imbuga

· The Chairperson, CUCK Council, Dr. Gladys Mwiti,
· The CEOs of NACCOs

· Co-operative Leaders

· The Staff of the Co-operative University College of Kenya

· The Students fraternity

· The Graduands, Parents and Guardians

· Distinguished Guests

· Ladies and Gentlemen

I am extremely delighted on behalf of the entire Co-operative University College fraternity to welcome you all to this congregation of the 2nd graduation ceremony of the Co-operative University College of Kenya. It is now two years since the former College was upgraded to a university college, a Constituent College of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology. 

Mr. Chancellor Sir,
I wish to take this opportunity to thank you and all other invited guests for finding time to be with us today despite your busy schedule. Your presence is a great honour to us as a community.  I therefore urge you, to feel most welcome to celebrate with us the success of our graduands.

For the graduands, I wish to remind you that today is a special and memorable occasion in your lives.  It signifies the end of an important stage in your academic journey and a beginning of a more exciting new life. I therefore congratulate each one of you for your great achievement and for having sacrificed to arrive at this stage in your academic pursuit.  You remained dedicated and worked hard to complete your course. This is not a mean achievement for each one of you, your families, friends and communities. I wish to specially thank you for giving us an opportunity to shape your career destiny. As the university college management and academic staff, we have discharged our mandate with diligence and commitment with a view to helping you attain your goals.   Above all, I pay special tribute to the parents, guardians and all the stakeholders, who have worked tirelessly and assisted these graduands in attaining their academic goals.

Mr. Chancellor Sir, 
Allow me to briefly recap the background of this institution. This institution, has a long history ever since it’s inception in 1952 to 1964 as the East African School of Co-operation serving Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. As the three Countries acquired independence, each established their own Co-operative Colleges. The Co-operative College of Kenya was therefore established in 1967. The college was later inaugurated in 1967 as a Department of the Ministry responsible for the development of Co-operatives until 1995 when it changed its status to become a Semi-Autonomous Government Agency (SAGA) following the enactment of the Co-operative College of Kenya Act Cap 490A. Finally, the College was upgraded to the status of a University College via Legal Notice No. 161 of 4th November 2011 as a Constituent College of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology. This was in line with our strategic objectives as clearly enshrined in our strategic plan of 2008-2013.

Distinguished Guests,
 It is my pleasure to report that this institution has continued and will continue to discharge its mandate and inject into the co-operative movement a workforce equipped with requisite knowledge and skills. Let me assure you all the stakeholders that as a university college, we are committed to our mandate of providing quality programmes that are market driven to address the needs of the job market. These graduands, have been exposed to a very rigorous and up to date training that is grounded on firm co-operative values and principles. They are fully prepared and competent to work in any environment and more so contribute to the development of our nation, the co-operative movement and contribute towards attainment of Kenya’s Vision 2030. 
Mr. Chancellor Sir, 
With the support of stakeholders in the Co-operative sector, the leadership and management of the Co-operative University College of Kenya has been undertaking a steady process of innovation, growth and expansion through various strategic decisions at national, regional and international arena. We 
have established strategic linkages and networks with institutions of higher learning such as Moshi University College of Co-operatives and Business Studies (MUCCOBS), Leicester Co-operative College of UK, University of Zululand in South Africa, Ambo Co-operative University of Ethiopia, and recently the University of Mondragon in Spain. The exchange knowledge, skills and best practices in the areas of teaching, research and working with communities and industry have sharpened our focus, enriched our programmes and helped to redefine and reposition ourselves in our unique niche. We have also entered into Memoranda of Understanding with Rwanda, South Africa, South Sudan and Ethiopia to provide them with technical support and train  their staff, which we have successfully done and continue to do. Our lecturers have been seconded to these countries and their students continue to come and study here. 

With our fully-owned company, The Agri and Co-operative Training Services Ltd (ATC) we are also engaged in several consultancies in the areas of agricultural value chain analysis and development. This is an area in which we are the regional centre of excellence. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The Co-operative University College of Kenya remains committed to the pillars of University Education; teaching, research and service to the community. As a young institution, we are looking forward to establishing appropriate linkages and strategic networks with national and international agencies that fund research at the University level. We are at advanced stages of launching a Community-University Partnership Program (CUPP) that will result in close working relationship between ourselves, the industry that we serve and communities around the country. 

Distinguished guests,
Access to relevant information is key to quality learning. The Co-operative University College of Kenya has subscribed to thousands of electronic books and journals from renowned publishers like Cambridge, Emerald, Sage, 
Taylor and Francis, among others. The University College website has been revamped to improve access to these resources in addition to various research resources and guidelines. The library holds regular training programmes to enable users make efficient and effective user of information resources.
Plans are underway to develop a Digital Institutional Repository to capture, manage and disseminate widely CUCK Intellectual assets. These include research papers, thesis and institutions’ history. Such a repository will promote local content and raise our web ranking.

Mr. Chancellor Sir,

The University is in the process of automating most of its core functions. This will lead to major improvements in the Academic, Finance, Human Resource and Library operations. Plans are also underway to revamp the current University data center and fiber backbone to interlink all the 
university buildings. This will improve the University Local Area Connectivity, campus wide wireless connectivity at the same time interlinking all the University campuses to the main campus. The outcome will be faster processing of information and improved service delivery. We are also at the advanced stages in facilitating acquisition of laptops and tablets for both the staff and students thus necessitating excellence in learning and research within the University.

Mr. Chancellor Sir,

The Co-operative University College of Kenya fraternity is happy and contented to be associated with JKUAT as our mother and mentoring university. I wish to sincerely thank the JKUAT management for the support and guidance they have given to us in managing the encouraging challenges we are encountering under the new status. As a University College community we appreciate your wholehearted support.

Mr. Chancellor Sir,
Before I conclude my remarks, I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to the university College Governing Council under the visionary leadership of Dr. Gladys Mwiti for their unwavering support and commitment to steering this institution. You are indeed very instrumental for the growth of this institution and the destiny of the institution depends entirely on your contribution. 

Our dear graduands,

As we celebrate your graduation, I am humbly urging you to remain focused in your academic dreams. Embrace the spirit of hard work in your future endeavors and success will be guaranteed. It is my strong belief that you are now competent, qualified and good ambassadors of the Co-operative University College of Kenya who are ready to serve the nation diligently. 
Mr. Chancellor Sir,
As I conclude my speech, allow me once again to thank you for gracing this occasion and everybody else for sparing your time to come and celebrate our success with us. 

Thank you and may God bless you all.
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