MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
I am happy to be part of The Co-operative University College of Kenya family. This is an opportunity and a great chance for me to work with an able team in one of the most specialized Universities in Africa. My dream and hope is that we are transforming this University College to a world class global centre of excellence not only in Co-operatives and its associated economies but also in premier leadership.

I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to the Cabinet Secretary Ministry of Education, Science and Technology for appointing me as the Principal of The Co-operative University College of Kenya. I am glad that The Co-operative University College of Kenya council, after interviews, recommended me with two others for the position.

To the members of staff, I am delightened by your warm welcome. I have truly felt the spirit of co-operation and I wish to assure you that we shall work as a team more than you can imagine.
To the students’ fraternity, we are here for you. We shall help you to attain knowledge in your university of choice. We have a team of competent members of staff and this shall go a long way to be revamped for better services. I am contented to note that you are all doing fine. Your interests shall be at the heart of the administration whatsoever. We will listen to you, especially when we differ.
To the stakeholders, I want to thank you for the support you have shown for the co-operative university college of Kenya. You have supported our course; we shall not let you down. We shall work with you to have a Co-operative University of its kind under the sun. My assurance is greater partnership and greater hope. You are indeed dear to us. 
I wish to challenge the Alumni Association to continue with the spirit of support to the University. Recall this is the University that shaped your lives. You are always welcome home.

As we work towards the acquisition of a charter to become a fully fledged Public University by June 2014, my hope and dream is a University with a new shape in International and Local collaboration; a Global team leader in Co-operatives and its associated economies. Kenya has been leading in Co-operative movement in Africa and being 7th strongest movement in the World is a gesture we cannot let go. By The Co-operative University College of Kenya repositioning itself, we shall become a Global team leader, a powerhouse beyond comparison. By integrating ICT to the Co-operative niche in Kenya, the entrepreneurial spirit of the Kenyan people in Co-operatives shall be catapulted to a greater level.
The University College shall work towards an International Institute of Co-operative development and University Co-operatives in Kenya and Africa. I note with gratitude that the students of CUCK have already registered a Students’ Co-operative Society. This shall act as a radical revolution of the Co-operative Movement to turn around investments and a research engine to the movement.

I wish to underscore that I am confident we shall make The Co-operative University College of Kenya a home away from home.

Lastly, I have been involved in leadership and management of the Universities at different levels and capacities. My experience is rich for I have worked at the Multimedia University of Kenya as an Acting Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic Affairs/Research, Production and Extension. I was involved in policy development in academics, research, Extension, Linkages, Intellectual property, Income Generation Unit among others. I also worked as the Acting Principal – (November 2012 to January 2013), Deputy Principal Research, Production and Extension, Multimedia University College of Kenya (September 2010 to March 2013) and Acting Deputy Principal Administration and Finance, Multimedia University College of Kenya (May 2011 to September 2012).

I have also worked at the Jomo Kenyatta University of agriculture and technology as the   Director Kitale CBD (JKUAT – May 2010 – August 2010). I have also been involved in the establishment and operation of a new campus in Kitale town, and also worked as the Director for Continuing Education Programme May 2006 to June 2008, Deputy Director Continuing Education Programme, and April 2005 – May 2006. As a Lecturer/Researcher, I started working at Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology in the Biomechanical and Environmental Engineering Department as an assistant Lecturer in July 1994. In December 1996, I was promoted to Lecturer positions and in September 2002 to Senior Lecturer position. 
Thank you.  

May God bless The Co-operative University College of Kenya

Prof. Douglas Shitanda 

Principal
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