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Ladies and gentlemen,
This afternoon it is all my pleasure to welcome you fresh men and women to The Co-operative University of Kenya. This may be your first time in a University or perhaps other times you visited casually perhaps to see a relative or attend a graduation ceremony for a loved one. Today you are on different mission; to start your higher education. This is your journey you have chosen to travel. Make effort to complete it and do so successfully.
Dear Young men and women, 

Perhaps since you went to school in your formative years hitherto, you dreamt of a successful life, you had a dream career, you believed you could achieve. You may have accomplished some of these dreams. You believed in yourself and made great leaps. Being here at the university is in itself an achievement. You are on your path to success; to remain here alone requires efforts; to move up requires more efforts. These efforts, are, however voluntary.  These little efforts you will make every day require sacrifices and at the end you will become a great man and woman. 
You performed well in your KCSE. That is Commendable. congratulations. That chapter is now closed. You are now on a different platform as you have been advised throughout the week through the various sessions you have had here at the University. 
Ladies and gentlemen,

At the University, we are a community of civilized persons. You are human beings too. In the course of your lives here, in case of differences, our doors are open. We are here to help you realize your dreams. We have procedures that are followed in case of complaints arising.  Kindly follow such procedures in case of any complaints.  
Dear new students, this being the Premier Co-operative University in Africa; we are the most specialized institution of higher learning offering Co-operative Education in Kenya and pioneering in the Eastern Africa region for over half a century now. As you may be aware, we are young as a University having been awarded Charter on 7th October, 2016. But as an institution, we were established way back in 1952.
At CUK, We train students not to be job seekers but job creators. The earlier you tune your minds to this principal the better. To objectify this, our flagship project of a purely managed students’ Sacco is up and running; the Co-operative University Students Sacco is fully owned and managed by the University Students. This is the first of its kind. I encourage you to learn a savings’ culture. 
As freshmen and women joining The Co-operative University of Kenya, You are well aware that Uuniversities are centers of excellence. Ours is not only a centre of excellence abut over and above all our VISION STATEMENT is very clear; we yearn to be a leading Global University in training, research and innovation for Co-operative development.
Ladies and gentlemen, as a University, we value discipline. I call upon all of you to conduct yourselves maturely. I wish to remind you that you came from your homes alone and alone you will go to the job market at the end of your programme. Most of the time, you start schooling as many but at the need of the session, most of the times some are filtered by the system. Be good ambassadors of The Co-operative University of Kenya at all times and everywhere you go. 
Dear students, I wish to note that The Co-operative University of Kenya is committed to provision of quality Co-operative Education, Training, Research and Consultancy. In this regard, I call upon you to exercise academic discipline by ensuring you take your academic work seriously. 
Ladies and gentlemen, let us all work together to make The Co-operative University of Kenya a home for us all. I wish you a fruitful academic life for the next four years you will be here. Once again welcome to CUK. Once again, welcome to CUK, make it your home. Thank you and God bless you. 
