SPEECH BY THE COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON, DR. MARGARET KAREMBU, DURING THE 1ST GRADUATION CEREMONY OF THE CO-OPERATIVE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF KENYA ON TUESDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2012
Our chief guest, The Chancellor, Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT), Prof Francis Gichaga,

The Minister for Higher Education, Science and Technology, Hon. Prof. Margert Kamar 
The Minister for Co-operative Development and Marketing, Hon. Joseph Nyagah, 

The Vice - Chancellor, JKUAT, Prof Mabel Imbuga, 
The Permanent Secretary, MOHES&T, Prof. Crispus Kiamba, 
The Permanent Secretary, MOCD & M – Mr. Seno Nyakenyanya, 
The Ag. Principal, Co-operative University College of Kenya, Dr. E. N. Gicheru

The Co-operative University College of Kenya Council Members,

The CEOs of National Co-operative Organizations (NACOs) present,

Distinguished Guests,

The Graduands, 

The Parents and Guardians, 

The University College staff and students,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am delighted take this opportunity to convey my warm greetings  and welcome you all to join us in celebrating the 1st  Graduation Ceremony of the Co-operative University College of Kenya.  We feel highly honoured by your presence with us here today.  
Chancellor Sir, This graduation ceremony is the first of its kind since the upgrading of the former college to a University College as a Constituent College of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology.  Our graduands today should feel proud that they are the first to graduate under the new status of the College.

I wish to acknowledge that the former Co-operative College of Kenya played a tremendous role in its mandate to develop the required middle cadre human resource for the co-operative sector in Kenya and other African countries.  However, the current co-operative movement development status, by its growth, expansion and role demands higher skilled and knowledgeable human capital.  It is in view of this that, the Government through the sister Ministries of Co-operative Development and Marketing and that of Higher Education Science and Technology took a bold initiative to upgrade the former College to a University College status. 
Our chief guest, it is worth noting that Co-operatives around the world and in our own country require special mention and recognition due to their fundamental role in promoting socio-economic development.  That is why the United Nations has declared the year 2012 as the International year of Co-operatives, with the theme, ‘Co-operatives enterprises build a better world’.  According to the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), the co-operative movement brings together over one billion people around the world, and that the livelihood of nearly half of the world’s population is made secure by co-operative enterprises.  They provide income, job opportunities and avenues for social and economic development.  In Kenya alone, 63% of the population derives their livelihoods from co-operatives. Furthermore, the co-operative movement generates about 45% of the country’s Growth Domestic Product (GDP).

Ladies and gentlemen, it is in recognition of these facts that higher ethical and professional management standards are demanded for the co-operative sector to perform better and increase its share of socio-economic contribution.  This calls for promotion of an academic centre of excellence for the professional development of Human resources for the co-operative movement both locally and internationally.  The Co-operative University College of Kenya was established with that vision in mind.  Consequently, my council shall spare no effort to ensure that this University College realizes its full mandate and moves to the next state of being a fully fledged Co-operative University of Kenya. 
Chancellor sir, To achieve its mandate, the new university college will review and upgrade its existing infrastructure and curricular from certificate to degree programmes and further develop and launch new post graduate courses  that are relevant to co-operatives, notably, post graduate, Masters, and PhD degrees in Co-operative business that aim to provide solutions to endemic problems of co-operative enterprises world over.

I wish to assure the graduands of today that they still have a great opportunity to advance their studies all the way from certificate level to PhD level.  However, it is important to remind ourselves that mere pursuit of knowledge without its relevant and productive application to the respective world of work would be a futile effort.  Therefore, I further urge you to utilize the knowledge and skills you have acquired in respective work areas, with a view to improving the economy of this great nation.
Our granduands, allow me to take this opportunity once again to congratulate and wish you success in all your future endeavors.
Thank you and God bless you all.
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