SPEECH BY THE MINISTER FOR CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING, HON. JOSEPH NYAGAH, EGH, MP, DURING THE 1ST GRADUATION CEREMONY OF THE CO-OPERATIVE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF KENYA ON TUESDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2012
· The Guest of Honour, Prof. Francis Gichaga, Chancellor  Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology

· The Minister for Higher Education, Science and Technology, Hon. Prof. Margaret Kamar 

· The Chairman of the College Council, Dr. Margaret Karembu

· Members of the University College Council

· The Senior Officers from the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology and Ministry  of Co-operative Development and Marketing

· The Ag. Principal,  Co-operative University College of Kenya, Dr. E. N. Gicheru

· The CEOs of NACCOs

· The Staff of the Co-operative University College of Kenya

· The Students fraternity

· The Graduands, Parents and Guardians

· Distinguished Guests

· Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my great pleasure to be part of the Co-operative University College of Kenya 1st graduation ceremony that we are celebrating and witnessing today. I wish to join the University College community, parents, sponsors, friends and relatives to congratulate the graduands during this auspicious occasion. It makes yet another milestone in the history of the University College and in the lives of these graduands. My Ministry is proud to be associated with the Co-operative University College as the main agency for the provision of Co-operative education, training, research and consultancy services in Kenya.
Guest of Honour Sir,  
The pivotal role that the Co-operative sector is playing, in developing manpower for this sector will continue to be a critical component for the rapid transformation of the Co-operative sector as it positions itself to exploit the sound and enormous opportunities that are emerging from the high priority projects under Vision 2030.The human resource is,   no doubt one of the most important factors that impacts positively on the growth of business organizations. My Ministry is committed to collaborating and partnering with The Co-operative University College in its quest of promoting the acquisition of knowledge and skills that will propel the Co-operative sector to being a key player in the social and economic development of our Country in line with the objective of Vision 2030 of making Kenya an industrialized middle level income     country.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Given the unique position that the Co-operative movement has continued to play in addressing poverty reduction, achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and the Kenya Vision 2030, the Co-operative University College will be expected to produce the cutting edge technological and advanced management innovative solutions to the sector. It is worth noting that in view of the dynamic changes that are taking place globally in all business sectors, Co-operatives are becoming more involved in complex management operations. The Co-operative University College of Kenya will need to develop courses and programs that will address these challenges. I wish to state categorically that my Ministry will continue to offer internship opportunities for the students undertaking various courses and programs in order to expose the trainees to the practical aspects of the managerial and operational challenges of the work place.
Guest of Honour, 
I am reminded that 2012 is a special year for all the people who own, manage or benefit from Co-operatives around the globe because the United Nations has declared 2012 as the International Year of Co-operatives under the theme: Co-operative Enterprises Build a Better World. The UN resolution recognizes that the Co-operative business model is a major factor of economic and social development, promoting the fullest possible participation in the economic and social development of people in both the developed and the developing world, and that, in particular, Co-operatives contribute significantly to sustainable development through accelerated job creation, wealth creation, gender equity, social cohesion and social inclusion, environmental protection and eradication of poverty.
Ladies and Gentlemen

In these challenging times, we all need a better world for ourselves, our children and generations to come. Let us dedicate ourselves to serve humanity through Co-operatives and other endeavors as we serve ourselves.

Guest of Honour, 
Allow me to take this opportunity to thank the Chairperson and the entire University College Management Council, the Principal and the staff of the University College, the students’ fraternity, parents, sponsors and all other key stakeholders who have worked tirelessly to see that this graduation ceremony is a success. To the graduands, I wish you success in life and encourage you to exploit opportunities being offered by this University College to advance your education to higher levels.
Thank you.

May God Bless you all.
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