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THE CO-OPERATIVE UNIVERSITY OF KENYA; VICE CHANCELLOR’S ADDRESS, PROF. KAMAU NGAMAU ON THE OCCASION OF THE ORIENTATION  OF FRESH STUDENTS ON FRIDAY 8th  SEPTEMBER, 2017 AT THE CUK’S MAIN CAMPUS, KAREN; 1100HRS  
The Deputy Vice Chancellor; Academic Affairs, Prof. Emily Akuno

Ag. Deputy Vice Chancellor; Finance, Planning & Administration; Prof. Esther Magiri

The Deputy Vice Chancellor; Co-operative Development, Research & Extension Prof. Isaac Nyamongo

The Registrar; Academic Affairs 
The Registrar; Finance, Planning & Administration 

The Deans of Schools
The Ag. Dean of Students

Directors of Institutes & Campuses Presents
Members of the Academic staff
Members of non teaching Staff present
Students’ Leaders Present
Our new students

Ladies and gentlemen,
This morning it is all my pleasure to welcome you fresh men and women to The Co-operative University of Kenya. This may be your first time in a University or perhaps you have had opportunity to visit a friend or relative or attend a graduation ceremony for a loved one in a University. Today you are on different mission; to commence your higher education. This is your journey you have chosen to travel. Make effort to complete it and do so successfully.
Dear Young Men and Women, 

I am persuaded to believe that since you went to school in your formative years, you dreamt of a successful life, you had a dream career, you believed you could achieve. You may have accomplished some of these dreams. You believed in yourself and made great leaps. Being here at the University is in itself an achievement. You are on your path to success; to remain here alone requires a lot of hard work; to move up requires more hard work. This hard work, is, however voluntary.  The hard work you put in every day requires sacrifices and at the end you will become a great man and woman. 
You all excelled in your KCSE. That was very commendable. Congratulations are in order. However, that chapter is now closed. You are now on a different platform as you have been advised throughout the week through the various sessions you have had here at the University. We expect you to engage in intellectual discourses, to grow, to socialize and strengthen your academic foundations. 
Ladies and gentlemen,

At the University, we are a community of civilized persons. In the course of your lives here, in case of any challenges, our doors are open. We are here to help you realize your dreams. We have procedures that are followed in case of any complaints arising.  Kindly follow as you have been advised during the course of the week by various speakers. You have class representatives, student union officials, student counselors, Dean of students, Chairmen of Departments, Deans of Schools and Directors of Institutes, Registrar’s office and the DVC AA’s office. 
All these are to ensure that issues are handled expeditiously and amicably. There is no need to wreak havoc or destroy University property which has been put up at great cost. Let us seek to build our Institution and to leave it better than we found it. When you have graduated, this will become your ‘Alma Mater’ and you should continue to support it. Currently, we are strengthening our Alumni Office. Be good ambassadors of The Co-operative University of Kenya at all times and everywhere you go.
Dear new students, this being the Premier Co-operative University in Africa; we are the most specialized institution of higher learning offering Co-operative Education in Kenya and pioneering in the Eastern Africa region for over half a century now. As you may be aware, although we are young as a University having been awarded Charter on 7th October, 2016, we have been in existence much longer. Cooperative training in Kenya commenced way back in 1952. 
The foundation stone of this campus was laid on 18th June 1970 and the institution was inaugurated on 7th July 1972. The Cooperative College of Kenya (COCK) was establishment as a Body Corporate in 1995. In November 2011 it was elevated to a Constituent College of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT) through Legal notice No 161 of 4th Nov 2011 and became The Cooperative University College of Kenya (CUCK). 
At CUK, We train students not to be job seekers but job creators. The Kenya Vision 2030 recognizes the Cooperative sector as key in achieving the vision to be a newly, rapidly industrializing, middle income nation with a high quality of life by the year 2030. By 2017, Kenya had 22,000 registered co-operative societies with 16 million members. This makes Kenya the leading country in Africa and position seven in the world in terms of co-operative development. In 2017, SACCOs had mobilized over Sh800 billion in member deposits. The Cooperative sector is the 2nd largest employer in Kenya. 
This clearly demonstrates why CUK must position itself strategically to be a leading capacity building, research and extension institution in Kenya and Africa as a whole. As new joining The Co-operative University of Kenya, you are well aware that Universities are centers of excellence. Ours is not only a center of excellence but over and above our Vision Statement is very clear; we aspire to be a leading Global University in training, research and innovation for Co-operative development.
Ladies and gentlemen, as a University, we value and practice discipline and all other facets of morality. I call upon all of you to conduct yourselves maturely. In the University we do not police students like it is done in secondary schools. You are expected to be disciplined and follow University regulations which you have signed. 
We urge you not to be subject to peer pressure or be caught up in Alcohol, Drug and Substance abuse or to be involved in risky sexual behavior and examination irregularities. We have programmes through the Dean of Students office to assist students. 
Young men and women, I wish to remind you that you came from your homes alone and alone you will go to the job market at the end of your academic Programme. Usually, you start schooling as many but at the end of the session, some are filtered by the system. Ensure you are not one of them. You should therefore be focused in your academic programmes. You are students 24/7. Make good use of the library and other academic facilities which have been put up at great cost for your use. Also take advantage of the various opportunities offered in the University. 
We have various clubs, societies and sporting activities. Our sports teams have performed extremely well and brought silverware in the University and especially in Rugby and Soccer. One of our female athletes, Alfin Wanzila, from Mombasa campus qualified and took part in the Kenya team to the World Universities Games, recently held in Taipei, Republic of China (19th – 27th August 2017). She emerged 5th Overall.
The University has signed an MoU with HSBS (Helping Students and Businesses Succeed). The objectives are: (a)
empower students and provide quicker and well moderated avenue to reaching career goals by directing their focus/energy in a practical ways;

(b)
Nurturing young businesses through models such as cooperatives so they can reap the benefits of economies of scale and being attended by experts in the requisite fields; and,

(c)
Providing linkages to practical and best practices to start-ups and medium enterprises.

I urge students to seek out such opportunities. The University is also in the process of establishing the CUK Business Innovation and Incubation center to enable students with great innovation ideas to develop them to great products which can have tremendous impacts in our Country and Continent.

Dear students, I wish to note that The Co-operative University of Kenya is committed to provision of quality Co-operative Education, Training, Research and Consultancy. The University is in the process of establishing a Learning Resource Center whose key component will be a modern state-of-the-art library. The new lecture theater building is also nearing completion.
As I conclude, I wish to remind you of the challenges facing the youth in the world. These challenges, among them socio-economic, political, environmental, technological among others. Allow me to clearly point out HIV/AIDS which a real scourge is shuttering dreams, wiping out families and generations. I call upon you all to remain steadfast and clear in mind that your objective of being in the University should not be interrupted by such issues. 

Lastly, I call upon you young men and women to embrace technology responsibly. Use this as a gateway to innovations for your good and good of the society. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, let us all work together to make The Co-operative University of Kenya a home for us all. I wish you a fruitful academic life for the next four years you will be here. Once again, welcome to CUK, make it your home. Thank you and God bless you. 
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