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 by
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Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology

During 
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Education Cabinet Secretary, Prof. Jacob Kaimenyi,

Principal Secretary, State Department of Education, Dr. Belio Kipsang

Chairman of CUCK Council, Dr. Gladys Mwiti

Council members present,

Vice Chancellor, Prof. Mabel Imbuga

Ag. Principal, Prof. Esther Gicheru, 

Vice- Chancellors of other Universities present,

Deputy Vice- Chancellors,

Teaching and non-teaching staff,

Parents, guardians and sponsors,

Distinguished Guests,

Graduands and Students,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to preside over this 2nd graduation ceremony of the Co-operative University College of Kenya since its inception as a University College on 4th November, 2011. This marks a major milestone in the history of this University College having navigated herself through a myriad of challenges in the foundational stages.

Today, a total of 341 graduands will be awarded Certificates and Diplomas. I strongly believe that they have been appropriately groomed to give positive contributions to the nation building of our Nation. Today is a testimony of their hard work and the fulfillment of the mandate of this University College.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am aware JKUAT released two of its training programs, Bachelor of Co-operative Business and Bachelor of Commerce as the initial academic programmes at the University College. I am happy to note that the College has already developed six additional course programs some of which have already commenced. I am sure the University College council will put necessary structures in place within the required time to facilitate smooth running of the remaining programs by January 2014. 

I appreciate the commitment of JKUAT in providing the support necessary to the Co-operative University College to enable her grow into a fully fledged University within the next one year from now. This will go a long way in increasing opportunities for our school leavers and the employees of the co-operative movement to access higher education. I wish to request the college course designers to ensure they incorporate IT in all curricula they come up with. This will be in line with vision 2030 guidelines.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want also to commend the University College Council and management for the efforts they have made in providing accommodation to the majority of the students. I am informed that all students who required accommodation this academic year were accommodated. This might be a big challenge in future and therefore I call upon the college to initiate more sustainable approaches including adopting a private public partnership approach. I am grateful to note that the council has already made some strides in this direction. I appeal to the relevant Government institutions to give a hand in quick processing of approvals to enable the University College avail these opportunities to the needy students. 

Fellow Kenyans

Education is the backbone of any national development. It provides the necessary human resources that activate all other processes of development. The co-operative movement in this country has in the past suffered negative publicity due to poor leadership that was mainly a product of failure of most of the leaders to recognize the need for key competencies and skills in the recruitment of staff. There is however some marked changes in recent past. Many have now been reported to be finding this college a reservoir of the needed manpower to drive this sector to greater heights. As a Chancellor of this University College, I promise that the College will continue specializing in programmes that are relevant to the co-operative sector and its associated economy.

I would also like to appeal to our Government through the Ministries of Education, Science and Technology and that of Industrialization and Enterprise Development to support this University College in resource mobilization. I am aware there is an urgent need for completion of the on-going construction of Lecture theatres which is lagging behind due to shortage of funds .I therefore wish to appeal to the Government to increase grants to this infant institution to enable it develop the required infrastructure.

Finally 
I wish to commend graduands for the hard work that has enabled them to achieve what has brought us here this today. It is not a mean achievement. It marks the beginning of their lifelong careers and sends them into the world of work. We are all congregated here to witness their birth into the world of professionalism. They need to embrace it with vigor and enthusiasm. This energy should be well directed in serving your motherland with honesty and high level of integrity. This is what is going to distinguish them from those who had no opportunity to access this privileged training that your guardians and parents struggled to get you through.

For the University College Management, I know that you are facing a myriad of challenges due to changing management factors. Focus yourselves through strategic planning and get committed to your cause. Continue developing relevant and pragmatic training programmes that solve the country’s challenges within the framework of Vision 2030.

TIGUOI NA THAYU WA MWATHANI, TUONANE RUCIU
NI WEGA MUNO

Co-Operative University College Graduation 

Page 12

