SPEECH BY THE Ag. PRINCIPAL OF THE CO-OPERATIVE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF KENYA DR. ESTHER N. GICHERU, ON THE OCCASION OF THE 1st GRADUATION CEREMONY OF THE CO-OPERATIVE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF KENYA ON TUESDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2012 

OUR CHIEF GUEST, The Chancellor, Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT), Prof Francis Gichaga,
The Minister for Higher Education, Science and Technology, Hon. Prof. Margert Kamar 
The Minister for Co-operative Development and Marketing, Hon. Joseph Nyagah, 
The Vice - Chancellor, JKUAT, Prof Mabel Imbuga, 
The Permanent Secretary, MOHES&T, Prof. Crispus Kiamba, 
The Permanent Secretary, MOCD & M – Mr. Seno Nyakenyanya, 
The Chairperson Co-operative University College of Kenya Governing Council, Dr. Margaret Karembu
The Co-operative University College of Kenya Council Members,
The CEOs of National Co-operative Organizations (NACOs) present,
Distinguished Guests,
The Graduands, 
The Parents and Guardians, 
The University College staff and students,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am extremely delighted and deeply humbled, on behalf of the entire co-operative university college fraternity, to welcome you all to this congregation of the 1st graduation ceremony of the Co-operative University College of Kenya, since its upgrading to a university college and as a Constituent College of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology. Indeed, I am humbled by your presence here today particularly the graduands and your families, friends and guardians.

First, I wish to take this opportunity, to thank our Guest of Honour and all other invited guests for finding time to be with us today, despite your busy schedule. Your presence is a great honour for us as a community.  I therefore urge you, to feel most welcome to celebrate with us the success of our graduands.

For the graduands, I wish to remind you that today, is a special and memorable occasion in your life. It signifies the end of an important stage in your academic journey, and a beginning of a more exciting new life. I therefore congratulate each one of you for your great achievement and for having sacrificed to arrive at this stage in your academic pursuit.  This is not a mean achievement.

Above all, I pay special tribute to the parents, guardians and all the stakeholders, who have worked tirelessly and enabled these graduands in attaining their academic goals.

As a matter of fact, I specially thank you, the graduands for giving us an opportunity to shape your career destiny, and I wish to reaffirm that, we as the university college management have discharged our mandate with diligence and commitment with a view to help you attain your goals.

Chancellor Sir, allow me to briefly recap the background of this institution. This institution, has a long history ever since its inception in 1952, and today marks a major milestone in our history as we witness the 1st graduation ceremony as a University College. It has therefore been in existence for over a half a century. Historically the institution began its operations as a government department under the Ministry of Cooperative Development and Marketing, established mainly to train cooperative officers for the ministry. Ever since its inception, it has undergone several transformations.

In 1995, it was transformed into a Semi Autonomous Government Agency through an Act of Parliament, the Co-operative College of Kenya Act Cap 490A (1995) of Laws of Kenya.

Late last year, The Co-operative University College of Kenya was established under Legal Notice No.161 of 4th November 2011 as a Constituent College of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology Act (cap 210). This was in line with our strategic objectives as clearly enshrined in our strategic plan. 

Chancellor sir, I wish to take this opportunity at this point in time and in the history of this institution, to most sincerely thank you, the Vice Chancellor of JKUAT (Prof Mabel Imbuga), the minister for MOCD&M the Hon. Joseph Nyaga and the Minister for Higher Education Science and Technology Hon Prof. Margaret Kamar, the staff of both ministries, our stakeholders and all those who played a role in elevating this institution to attain the new status. Indeed your immense contribution cannot go unnoticed. You have left an indelible mark in the history of Kenya and in particular that of the co-operative movement in general. 

Chancellor Sir, I am pleased to report that as a university college, we have received the first batch of students under the Joint Admission Board (JAB). A total of 351 degree student were admitted for their first year first semester mid September this year. 

This group comprised of 204 Bachelor of Commerce and 137 Bachelor of Cooperative Business degree. I am happy to inform this congregation that they have begun their studies well.  It is therefore my belief that they are going to pursue their studies uninterrupted up to the end, and gain the best out of the conducive and serene learning environment available here.

Guest of Honour sir, it is my pleasure to report that this institution has continued and will continue to discharge its mandate and inject into the co-operative movement well grounded human resource. Let me assure you and also the stakeholders that as a university college, we are committed to our mandate of providing quality co-operative education and training.

These graduands have been exposed to a very rigorous and up to date curriculum that is grounded on firm co-operative principles. They are therefore, fully prepared and competent to work in any environment and more so contribute to the development of our nation, the co-operative movement and attainment of Kenya’s Vision 2030. 

I wish to reaffirm that, the Management is committed to a continuous review of the existing curriculum to ensure continued relevance, including development of new programs. We will remain committed to scholarly work, as well as research and consultancy that will continue to bring forth strategic benefits, which will position the The Co-operative University College as a center of excellence in co-operative education and training in the region and beyond.


Guest of Honour Sir, it is my humble pleasure to highlight a few significant concerns that the university college management wishes to address in order to align with the status of a university college.

With regard to collaboration and linkages, the University College is contented to be associated with JKUAT as her mother and mentoring University.

We remain committed to enhancing capacity building for the cooperative movement in the region and partnership with other countries, as we continue to provide invaluable support to development of Co-operative movements in these countries. This year, trainee officers from the Government of Rwanda participated in a co-operative management course, and they have since graduated with a certificate in Cooperative Development and Management. This demonstrates our commitment to regional co-operation as we prepare to position the university college as the most preferred destination in co-operative education and training. We will continue to nurture this partnership in the years to come.

Chancellor Sir, the development of the university college infrastructure remains on top of our agenda in the next few years. Construction of the second phase of new tuition block that began mid last year (2011) was completed mid this year (2012). However, with increase in student capacity, the current infrastructure is insufficient and therefore there is need for continued expansion. 

There is great need for construction of new hostels, modern library, ICT resource center, lecture theaters as well administration block. In this endeavor we look forward to the support of all our stake holders and the Government. 
To this end, I wish to thank you most sincerely together with the JKUAT management for the support you have given to us in managing some of the teething problems of the new status. As a University College community we appreciate this support. 


Before I conclude my remarks, I wish to extend my sincere appreciations to the university College Governing Council under the visionary leadership of Dr. Margaret Karembu for their unwavering support and commitment to steering this institution. You are indeed very instrumental for the growth of this institution and the destiny of the institution depends entirely on your contribution. 

As we celebrate the 1st Graduation ceremony as a university college, I humbly urge, graduands to remain focused in your academic dreams. Embrace the spirit of hard work in your future endeavors and success will be guaranteed.

It is my strong belief that you are now competent, qualified and good ambassadors of the Co-operative University College of Kenya who are ready to serve the nation diligently. 

Lastly, Guest of Honour sir, allow me once again thank you for gracing this occasion and everybody else for sparing your time to come and celebrate our success with us.

Thank you and God bless you
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